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Mumbai, 11 August 

Masks are back in the 
national capital, 
bringing back mem-

ories of the Covid-19 wave that 
kept the country on its toes for 
a large part of the last two 
years. After the test positivity 
rate crossed 17 per cent in 
Delhi and over 5.7 per cent of 
its hospital beds were occu-
pied, the city brought back the 
mandatory mask rule. 

Violating the mask guide-
lines will attract a fine of ~500. 

Tamil Nadu had already 
made masks mandatory a few 
months ago and the step 
seems to have paid off. A 
Business Standard analysis 
showed that Chennai’s test 
positivity rate has remained 
stable at 4.6 per cent from end 
of July till date. 

Delhi, however, has seen a 
sharp rise in test positivity rate 
over the past few weeks — 
from 9.3 per cent in the end of 
July to 17.8 per cent now. 

In the past few weeks, cases 
have seen a spike in Delhi, hov-
ering around 1,500-2,000 dai-
ly, and around 520 patients are 
admitted in various hospitals. 

Doctors say that many hos-
pitalised for other ailments are 
turning out to be Covid-19 pos-
itive incidentally; there is a 
rush of patients with Covid-19 
symptoms at OPDs. 

Shuchin Bajaj, director, 
Ujala Cygnus Group of 
Hospitals, said: “There is a 
rush of patients in the OPDs 
who have Covid-19 symptoms 
— fever, cold, cough — and 
upon testing many turn out to 
be positive. Among those hos-
pitalised, many are admitted 
for other ailments but turn out 
to be Covid-19 positive.” 

A matter of concern is that 

Delhi has witnessed over 32 
deaths in the first 11 days of 
August. “We cannot take this 
virus lightly at all. There is a 
rise in post-Covid-19 heart 
attacks. We do not know about 
the long-term impacts of this 
virus even now,” Bajaj said. 

Other major cities too are 
catching up — Mumbai has 
already seen an upward trend 
in the number of cases. In fact, 
the city saw a 79 per cent jump 
in fresh cases on Wednesday 
to 852 cases, up from 476 infec-
tions reported on Tuesday. So 
far, only 1.2 per cent of 

Mumbai’s hospital beds are 
occupied. Mumbai is yet to 
bring back mask guidelines. 

There has been an increase 
in the share of tests that are 
positive in Mumbai and Delhi, 
while Chennai has remained 
the same. Mumbai’s test posi-
tivity rate has risen from 2.4 
per cent to 8.8 per cent in the 
same period (see chart 1). 

There has been a drop in 
tests conducted amid the ris-
ing positivity rate. Delhi test-
ing is down 10.9 per cent and 
Mumbai is down 28 per cent. 
Chennai has seen a 36.3 per 

cent testing decline; although 
it has not seen the rise in pos-
itivity rate witnessed in the 
other two cities (see chart 2). 

Doctors in Kolkata say 
that the Covid-19 numbers 
have started to show a 
decline, while swine flu num-
bers are rising. 

Aviral Roy, consultant-
intensivist, internal medicine 
and critical care, Medica 
Superspecialty Hospital said: 
“We had an increase in Covid-
19 numbers a month or two 
ago, but the numbers have 
recently begun to decline. 
However, there have been 
numerous isolated cases of 
H1N1 swine flu, a subtype of 
the influenza A virus.” 

He added that every week, 
one to two such individuals 
were admitted to the hospital. 
The patients show serious 
infection, and a few fatalities 
have recently been reported. 

The Union health ministry 
had written letters to 
Maharashtra, Delhi, Odisha, 
Telangana, Karnataka and 
Tamil Nadu on August 5, high-
lighting that the case positivity 
rate was rising in these states. 

The Centre had also direct-
ed the states to increase test-
ing, monitor clusters of infec-
tions closely and report 
district-wise influenza-like ill-
nesses regularly. 

On August 5, Delhi had a 
weekly positivity rate of 9.86 
per cent. Covid-19 spread can 
escalate quickly — within 
merely a week, the positivity 
rate almost doubled in the 
national capital. 

India has reported an 
average of 17,016 daily fresh 
cases in August and an aver-
age positivity rate of 4.7 per 
cent. As of Thursday, India’s 
overall positivity rate is  
4.85 per cent.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Dehradun, 11 August 

Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami on Thu -
r sday named cricketer Rish -

abh Pant the brand ambassa-
dor of the state. The wicket-
keeper-batter was born in 
Roorkee in Haridwar district. 

Naming Pant the state’s 
brand ambassador in Delhi’s 

Uttarakhand Sadan, Dhami 
said his achievements in crick-
et due to his will power despite 
coming from a humble back-
ground can be a source of 
inspiration for everyone.

SACHIN P MAMPATTA 

Mumbai, 11 August 

George Acland from  
Great Britain ran a coffee 
plantation in Sri Lanka and 
set up India’s first jute mill in 
1855. He raised capital and 
imported the machinery for 
the mill on the banks of the 
Hooghly in West Bengal.  
His company wasn’t a great 
success, but his pioneering 
work paved the way for  
India to dominate the  
jute industry. 

Foreign companies 
importing technology for 
their use often facilitate the 
development of indigenous 
industry. How has their 
interest in India changed in 
recent times? Registrations 
are up, but the number of 
active foreign companies in 
India has dropped. There are 
fewer active foreign 
companies compared to five 
years ago, shows an analysis 
of data from the Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs. 

The Companies Act 
defines a foreign company as 
one incorporated outside 
India but having a place of 
business within the country. 
Since 2017, the number of 
registered foreign companies 
increased 11.4 per cent to 
5,035. Active foreign 
companies dropped by 1.5 
per cent in the same period to 
3,311 despite the new 
registrations. While more 
companies have been 
registered, fewer of them are 
active (see chart 1). 

Just two places, 
Maharashtra and Delhi, 
accounted for 53.5 per cent  
of the 516 foreign firms 
registered over the five  
years ending March 2022  
(see chart 2). 

Few registered foreign 
companies are in the 
manufacturing sector, which 
provides employment 
without necessarily needing 
higher educational 
qualification. Seventeen new 
foreign manufacturing firms 

were registered in 2016-17. 
There were two in 2021-22. 
The percentage share of 
manufacturing sector 
companies among new 
foreign firms has fallen 
accordingly (see chart 3). 

There are other signs of 
declining foreign interest in 
India. Automobile 
companies Harley Davidson, 
General Motors and Ford left 
the country. Cement maker 
Holcim sold its India 
business and Citibank exited 
its retail operations. Net 
foreign direct investment has 
fallen 12.2 per cent year-on-
year to $38.6 billion in 2021-
22, though it is still higher 

than the 2018-19 figure of 
$30.7 billion. 

Demand for Indian jute 
jumped during the Crimean 
war between Russia and 
other European powers in 
the 1850s. The war is said to 
have affected Russian hemp 
exports and boosted Indian 
jute. There are parallels 
today, amid a global debate to 
shift manufacturing away 
from China and Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. India got 
foreign capital and 
technology for jute nearly 
two centuries ago. Its aim to 
become a foreign investment 
destination again is a work 
under process.

Sharp rise in test positivity rate in Delhi past few weeks; doctors say many admitted 
for other ailments testing Covid-positive; Mumbai also sees spurt in cases

Mask rule back in Delhi 
as Covid cases rise again

Rishabh Pant 
Uttarakhand’s 
ambassador 

The number of firms active in the country is declining  
and new manufacturing concerns are scarce

TO THE EXIT: FOREIGN 
COMPANIES’ INTEREST  
IN INDIA FADES

 Mar-17             Mar-18               Mar-19            Mar-20              Mar-21               Dec-21 

4,518

3,361 3,372 3,372 3,311

4,653 4,771 4,895 4,979 5,035

n Number of registered foreign companies 
n Number of active foreign companies

FEWER FOREIGN COMPANIES ARE ACTIVE 

Source: Ministry of Corporate Affairs, compiled by Business Standard

3,376 3,334

MAJORITY OF FOREIGN COMPANY REGISTRATIONS 
ARE IN MAHARASHTRA & DELHI
Foreign companies registered over last five years (ending FY22)
Maharashtra   160 
Delhi                116 
Haryana          71 
Karnataka       43  
Tamil Nadu     40  
Uttar Pradesh    18  
West Bengal      14  

Gujarat            13  
Telangana       12  
Andhra Pradesh6 
Rajasthan       6  
Kerala              5 
Uttarakhand   3  
Bihar                2  

Odisha      2   
Assam      1   
Goa           1   
Himachal 1 
Pradesh        
Manipur  1   
Punjab     1

Source: Ministry of Corporate Affairs, compiled by Business Standard

FEWER FOREIGN MANUFACTURING FIRMS  
ARE SETTING UP SHOP

Source: Ministry of Corporate Affairs, compiled by Business Standard

MORE TESTS  
TURN POSITIVE (in %) 

      Delhi              Mumbai           Chennai

9.3

17.8

8.82.4 4.6 4.6

Note: Calculated using positive case 
numbers as a percentage of total tests on 
a given day. Latest Mumbai and Delhi 
data is as of August 10, while Chennai 
data is as of August 9. July 31 data is used 
for comparison for all three cities.    
Source: Government bulletins, 
covid19bharat.org, Business Standard 
calculations

DROP IN TESTS 
CONDUCTED

Note: Mumbai and Delhi is as of  
August 10 while Chennai data is as of 
August 9. July 31 data is used for 
comparison for all three cities. 
Source: Government bulletins, 
covid19bharat.org

n July-end test positivity rate 
n Latest test positivity rate

n Tests (July-end)    n Tests (latest)
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कराड : एकनाथ रशंिे रुखय्रंत््ी पिाचा काय्ाभार
घेतलय्ानंतर परहलय्ांिाच सातारा रजलह्््ाचय्ा
िौऱय्ावर आले आहेत. तय्ांचे सव्ागत रंत््ी शंभूराज
िेसाई यांनी सारोळा र््िज, रशरवळ रज. सातारा येथे
पुषप्गुचछ् िेऊन केले. तसेच रशंिे यांचय्ा
आगरनावेळी जेसीबीरधून पुषप्वृष््ी करणय्ात

आली. या प््संगी रजलह्ारधकारी रच्ेश जयवंशी,
रजलह्ा परररिेचे रुखय् काय्ाकारी अरधकारी रवनय
गौडा, पोलीस अधीक््क अजय कुरार बंसल
यांचय्ासह रवरवध रवभागाचे अरधकारी व नागररक
उपसस्थत होते. यावेळी रजलह्ा पोलीस िलाकडून
रुखय्रंत्््यांना रानवंिनाही िेणय्ात आली.

वृत््संस्था/िवी तिल्ली
अनेक कंपनय्ांचे रोबाईल, लॅपटॉप
आपण खरेिी करतो. ते केलय्ानंतर
सवा्ात रोठी सरसय्ा उभी राहते
चाज्ारची. कारण आपण प््तय्ेकवेळी
चाज्ार बाळगत नाही. तसेच एका
कंपनीचा चाज्ार िुसऱय्ा कंपनीचय्ा
रोबाईला लागत नाही. यातून राग्ा

काढणय्ासाठी केद््् सरकार रोबाईल,
लॅपटॉप व अनय् यंत््ांना एकच चाज्ार
लागेल, असा रनयर करणार आहे.
केद््् सरकार सव्ा युरनवह्स्ाल चाज्ार
सव्ीकारणय्ासाठी नवे रनयर तयार

करणार आहे. 
तय्ानुसार कंपनय्ांना रोबाईल फोन,
लॅपटॉप, टॅबल्ेट, बल्य्ूटूथ, इअरफोन
इलेकट्््ॉरनकस् उपकरणांसाठी
एकसारखे चाजा्र तयार करावे
लागतील. वरा्ाचय्ा सुरव्ातीलाच
युरोपीय संघटनेने युरनवह्स्ाल चाज्ार
अरनवाय्ा केले आहे.

हर घर तिरंगा अतियानाअंिग्जि
मंत््ालयािील त््तमूि््ी प््ांगणाि
आयोतरि काय्जक््मासाठी
राजय्ाचे मुखय्मंत््ी एकनाथ
तिंदे आतण उपमुखय्मंत््ी देवेद्््
फडण�वीस यांनी हरेरी लावली
होिी. तय्ांचय्ासह सेलफ्ी
काढणय्ासाठी नागतरकांनी
िुफान गद््ी केली होिी. यावेळी
त््तमूि््ी प््ांगणािले वािावरण
तिरंगामय झाले होिे.

वर्ष ८८ अंक २६६ शुक््वार १२ ऑगस्ट २०२२ मंुबई
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कोरोिाचे ६८३ िवे रंगंण; एकाचा मृतंयू 
मंुबई : कोरोनाबारधतांचय्ा रग्ण् संखय्ेत घट होत गेलय्ाने कोरोना

हद््पार झालय्ाचा रिलासा ररळाला असतानाच पुनह्ा एकिा कोरोना
रग्ण् संखये्त वाढ होत आहे. गुरव्ारी ६८३ नवीन रग्ण्ांची नोि्

झाली आहे. तय्ारुळे कोरोनाबारधतांची संखय्ा ११ लाख २९ हजार
९६८वर पोहोचली आहे. रिवसभरात एका रग्ण्ाचा रृतयू् झालय्ाने

रृतांची संखय्ा १९ हजार ६६२वर पोहोचली आहे. रिवसभरात ४०९
रग्ण्ांनी कोरोनावर रात केलय्ाने आतापय््ंत ११ लाख ६ हजार

४८८ रग्ण्ांनी कोरोनाला हरवले आहे.

मुखंयमंतंंंयांचे साताऱंयात जोरदार संवागत 

गीतांजली गंंुपचंया माजी 
उपाधंयकंंांिा जामीि मंजूर
मुंबई : कोट््वधी रप्यांचय्ा
पंजाब नॅशनल बँक (पीएनबी)
घोटाळय्ात अटक करणय्ात
आलेलय्ा रेहुल चोकस्ी प््वरत्ात
गीतांजली ग््ुपचे राजी उपाधय्क््
रवपुल रचतरलया यांना रुंबई
हायकोटा्ाने गुरव्ारी जारीन रंजूर
केला. 

अनेक मोबाईल, एक चार्जर!

प््तितिधी/मुंबई
खार येथे भररसत्य्ात झालेलय्ा गोळीबाराचय्ा
घटनेने पररसरात प््चंड तणावाचे वातावरण
रनरा्ाण झाले होते. घटनासथ्ळी पोरलसांना
एक पत्् सापडले असून या पत््ात गोळीबार
करणार�्या अज््ात वय्कत्ीन्ी रसत्य्ावरील
फेरीवालय्ांना धरकीवजा इशारा रिला आहे.
तय्ांनी रसत्य्ावर वय्वसाय कर ् नये अनय्था
पररणार वाईट होतील, अशी धरकीच
फेरीवालय्ांना िेणय्ात आली आहे. याप््करणी
रात््ी उरशरा तीन अज््ात वय्कत्ीरवरद््् खार
पोरलसांनी गुनह्ा नोि्वून तपासाला सुरव्ात
केली आहे. या गुनह्््ांचा संरातर तपास गुनह्े
शाखेचे अरधकारी करीत आहेत. 

ही घटना गुरव्ारी सायंकाळी खार येथील

रलरकंग रोडवरील गेरजबो शॉरपंग सेट्रजवळ
घडली. हा पररसर नेहरीच गजबजलेला
पररसर मह्णून ओळखला जातो. गुरव्ारी
सायंकाळी सवव्ासात वाजता एका

बाईकवरन् तीन तरण् आले
आरण काही कळणय्ापूव््ीच
तय्ांनी हवेत तीन गोळय्ा
झाडलय्ा. अचानक झालेलय्ा
गोळीबाराने रतथे उपसस्थत
लोकांसह फेरीवालय्ांरधय्े प््चंड
भीतीचे वातावरण रनरा्ाण झाले
होते. एक पत्् टाकून ते रतघेही
बाईकवरन् पळून गेले होते.
गोळीबाराची रारहती ररळताच
वररष्् अरधकार�्यांसह खार

पोरलसांनी घटनासथ्ळी धाव घेतली होती. ते
पत्् पोरलसांनी ताबय्ात घेतले असून तय्ात
खार येथील रलरकंग रोडवरील फेरीवालय्ांना
धरकीवजा इशारा िेणय्ात आला होता.

खार येथे भररस्त्यात गोळीबार 
फेरीवालंयांिी रसंतंयावर वंयवसाय करं िये अिी धमकी; िागनरकांमधंये दहितीचे वातावरण

रसंतंयावर फेरीवालंयांिी वंयवसाय करं िये,
अनंयथा गंभीर पनरणाम भोगावे लागतील असा
मजकूर पतंंात िमूद करणंयात आला होता. या
घटिेिंतर खार पोनलसांिी रातंंी उनिरा नतनंही
अजंंात वंयकंतीनवरंदंं गुनंहा िोंदनवला होता. हा
गोळीबार करणंयामागे फेरीवालंयांिा धमकी
देणे हाच उदंंेि आहे का, यामागे इतर काही
कारण आहे का, गोळीबारासाठी या वंयकंतींिी
कुठलंया िसंंं ंांचा वापर केला याचा आता
पोलीस तपास करीत आहेत. पनरसरातील
सीसीनटवंही फुटेज पोनलसांिी ताबंयात घेतले
असूि या फुटेजवरंि नतनंही आरोपींची ओळख
पटनवणंयाचे काम सुरं आहे. 

पत््ात नेमके काय?

केंदंं सरकार लवकरच
करणार नियम


